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(54) Title: A DEVICE FOR RINSING AND TREATING WOUNDS AND INFECTED SKIN PORTIONS 

(57) Abstract 

A device for rinsing and treating wounds and 
infected skin portions and comprising a suction cup 
(10) which is placed over the area to be treated and a 
vessel (15) for a treatment solution, said vessel by way 
of a tube connection (11, 12) communicating with the 
interior of the suction cup. The treatment solution is 
intended to fill up at least a substantial part of the vo- 
lume of the suction cup (10). The vessel (15) and suc- 
tion cup form by way of the tube connection a closed 
liquid system for the treatment solution. A pump (13) 
may be arranged to cause the solution to circulate be- 
tween the suction cup (10) and the vessel (15). A suc- 
tion effect is created within the cup (10) by keeping 
this on a level above the vessel (15). 
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th. wound are washtd away with the cltansing slution. Such a 
devict is shown in DE-OS 2.809.828 and US patent No. 
2.280.915. Since often long treatment periods are required for 
obtaining a desired result large volumes of cleansing solution 
are consumed. which means great expenses especially if the 
solution contains substances as antibiotics. enzyme 
preparations, vitamines etc. 

The ouroo** me x f* ^nortant feature Of thft InVftntiQn 

The object of the present invention is to provide a device of 
the kind mentioned in the introduction, which makes it 
possible to treat wounds and infected skin portions in an 
economically justified way even during long periods of time 
and which improves the healing of the wound and besides in 
certain cases can compensate for an insufficient blood- 
circulation, e.g. in leg ulcers. 

This has been achieved by the fact that said vessel and 
cup-shaped member by way of said tube connection form a closed 
liquid system thereby providing a uniform low pressure within 
the cup-shaped member, which may be regulated by the level 
difference between the cup-shaped member and the vessel. 

Description of the drawings 

The invention will now be further described with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, where Fig. 1 and 2 schematically 
show two different embodiments of the invention. 

Description fo the embodiments 

The device according to Fig 1 comprises a suction cup 10 of 
rubber, plastic or glass and which has an inlet and an outlet 
opening. to which a feed and a discharge tube 11 and 12 resp. 
are connected. The discharge tube 12 leads by way of a pump 13 
and a sterilizing filter 14 down into a bottle 15 containing a 
treatment solution. The pump 13 is preferably a so called 
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eliminated. 

The bottle 15 with the treatment solution may be placed in a 
thermostatically regulated water bath to ensure a certain 
temperature of the treatment solution. 

The active ingredients in the solution to be circulated may be 
a cleaning agent. compounds for nutrition of the tissue 
including oxygen, vitamins, amino acids and glucose, drugs of 
different types such as antibiotics, antiinflammatory agents, 
e.g. cortison. and enzymes for digestion of necrotic tissue, 
coagulum and pus. 

The solution may be of the types used for- intravenous infusion 
or for skin cleaning. It is however possible that a better 
result may be obtained with new developed solutions for this 
special pupose. 

The circulation of the solution enables a larger volume of the 
solution and by that a greater amount of nutritives. drugs 
etc. to come in contact with the wound to be treated and to 
get a continuous sterilization of the solution if the 
sterilizing filter 14 is used. The circulation will also give 
an effective cleaning of the wound as the solution all the 
time will be flowing over the wound and wash away waste 
products therefrom. As was mentioned above a continuous 
oxygenation of the wound may easily be obtained by bubbling 
oxygen into the treatment solution in the bottle. 

Especially at chronic leg ulcers the device according to this 
invention may be regarded as a substitute for the insufficient 
blood circulation in the ulcer, area. 

j 

If a continuous treatment is* desired during a long period of 
time the filter 1* and the treatment solution may be exchanged 
e.g. by arranging a T-connection with a valve between the 
bottle 15 and the suction cup 10 and between the pump 13 and 
the filter 14. 
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^l^nleal tasts 

The patients have been treated for approximately two hour, 
daily till the lesions have healed. If pain was felt due to 
the low pressure the treatment was stopped when the patient so 
wanted. In one of the patients the treatment was stopped after 
minutes the first week of treatment. Subsequently the 
patient could stand treatment for two hours daily. Two 
patients with leg ulcers due to an established arterial 
insufficiency. two patients with ulcers due to venous 
insufficiency. one patient with a diabetic ulcer and one 
patient with pyoderma gangrenosum have taken part in the 
preliminary clinical trial. One of the patients with arterial 
insufficiency had two ulcers that were treated. not 
simultaneously but in succession. 

ra9ft 1. 93-year old woman that after childbirth got problems 
with varicous veins and subcequently had several deep vein 
thromboses. Since the age of 80 she suffered from recurrent 
leg ulcers. Some months before treatment started with external 
circulation she got several ulcerations on both legs. 
Oscillometry and systolic ankle and toe pressure gave values 
indicating threatening gangraene. Treatment with external 
circulation gave complete epithelialization in nine weeks. 

case 2. 73-year old man who earlier had vein thromboses three 
times in his left leg. The first leg ulcer came in 1968 and 
has recurred since then in both legs but mostly in his left 
leg. In 1980 he was considered having a combined arterial and 
venous insufficiency causing his leg ulcerations. He was 
operated for insufficient perforating veins in his left leg 
the same year. After the operating the surgical wound did not 
heal. The patient also developed some other ulcerations on the 
same leg. First we started treating the initial three year old 
surgical wound with external circulation. After nine weeks 
when this ulcer was healed, we went on with treating another 

wound distal and lateral to the surgical wound. After seven 

i ' . 
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week, of treatment the wound was epithelialized over 80 
percent of its surface. 

ragg 3 . 65-year old woman with diabetes and hypertension. She 
h ad a small traumatic ulceration on the ventral side of the 
left leg in 1948. The ulceration has recurred several times 
out since 1978 it had not healed in spite of several types of 
treatment including reconstructive surgery . In 1982 toe 
pressure in the first left toe was 30 mmHG indicating arterial 
insufficiency. After eight weeks of treatment with external 
circulation the ulcer was healed. 

rase 4 . 57-year old woman with mild hypertension who had vein 
thrombosis in her left leg in 1957 and 1973. The patient had a 
1.5x2 centimeter ulcer for half a year over the left medial 
melleolus when treatment with external circulation was 
started. After three weeks of treatment the ulceration was 

healed . 

r a «» s. 63-year old man with recurrent leg ulcerations since 
1976. He had no sign of arterial insufficiency. In August 1982 
he got a 1 centimeter ulceration on the medial side of his 
left leg. In. February 1983 he got another 1 centimeter ulcer 
close to the former. Both ulcers were treated simulaneously 
with external circulation and both were healed in three weeks. 

Case 6 . 27-year old woman with pyoderma gengrenosum since 

1972. The ulceration have mainly appeared on her legs and 
arms. For the last 18 months she had had ulcerations all the 
time and refused taking prednisolone One of her fresh ulcers 
had a diameter slightly over 1.1 centimeter. After three weeks 
of treatment the ulcer was heald. 
I ! 

Results 

Daily treatment with external circulation of a nutrient 
solution under low pressure has been effective in healing the 
seven ulcerations of the six patients. For the three patie nts 
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without .rt.ri.l ln.ufflci.ne, th. h..lin, r.t. h.. ...r. 
con.id.r.Pl, -hort.r than «r «... with .rt.rt.X 
in.uffici.ncy on th. b„t. of .tt.ricd.ro,,. or di.o.t.. 
mellitus . 

Wh.n th. d.ily tr..t„.nt w.. .topp.d «... .h o.d. m , und.r 

th. tc.tment cup. Th. o.d. m . di,.PP..r.d within . f.w hour.. 

^4-4 ««4- -xtor th© low pressure had 
Pain was recorded for one patient after the 

Arf a r a few weeks of 
been applied- for about 45 minutes. After 

treatment the pain did not appear. 

For two patients albumin determination in the circulating 
nutrient fluid after two hours of treatment was performed. 
Values corresponding to about 0.5 ml of serum was obtained. 

For the patients with arterial insufficiency including the 
diabetic patient the ulcers healed first with an 
epithelialization and later on after the treatment had been 
stopped the dermal defect was filled out. Epitheializa t ion 
thus seemed to proceed granulation under the conditions of 
this type of treatment. 

The invention is of course not limited to the embodiments 
shown in the drawings but can be notified within the scope of 
the claims. 
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, a device f .r rin.in 9 .nd tre.ti d. and infected ..in 
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.„b,t.nti.l pert of tbe volu.. of tb. cup-.b.p.d »es,b.r end 
fornin* . liduid surf.c. ...inst tb. .re. to be 
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.„d wberein tb. Interior of tb. cup- d (10) 

„r.n 9 ed to be Kept .t . lower pressure tb,n tb. sfnospner.c 
pressure , 

characterized! n. 

Baa , tl5) and cup-shaped member (10) by way of 
that said vessel ilal * nu «■»"»■' 

„id tube connection (11.12) *orm a dosed liquid system 
thereby providing a uniform low pressure within the cup-shaped 

, level difference between 

member, which may be regulated by the level ox 

the cup-shaped member and the vessel (15). 

2. A device according to claim 1, 

characterized in. 

~o*«« (11) is arranged between the vessel 
that a tube connection Mi* " a " -,a 

. M . n thd cuo-shaped member (10) and a 
(15) and an inlet opening in tne cup sn«*H 

second tube connection (12, is arranged between an outlet 
opening in the cup-shaped member and the vessel. and that a 
pump (13, is provided at said second tube connection for 
causing the treatment solution to circulate between the 
cup-shaped member and the vessel. 



3. A device according to claim 2. 
characterized in, 

that a sterlizing filter (14) is arranged between 
opening and the vessel (15). 



said outlet 
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4. A device according to claim 1. 
characterize** in. 

that the vessel (15) by way of a tube connection (11) is 
connected to an opening in the cup-shaped member (10). which 
has a second closable opening and that in use of the device 
the tube and at least a substantia! part of the cup-shaped 
member are filled with treatment solution and said second 
opening is closed, at which the low pressure in the cup-shaped 
member is maintained and can be regulated by the level 
difference between the cup-shaped member and the vessel. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 24 April 1984 (24.04.84); 
original claims 1 to 4 replaced by claims 1 and 2] 



1 . A 



device for rinsing and treating wounds and infected sXxn 
portions and comprising a cup-shaped member (10) covering the 
area to be treated and having its opening towards this and 
said member having inlet- and outlet openings. said device 
further comprising a vessel (15, for a treatment solution 
intended to pass through the cup-shaped member and fill up at 
lea st a substantial part of the volume thereof and- forming a 
liquid surface against the area to be treated for exchanging 
components between this and the treatment solution. and 
wherein" the interior of the cup-shaped member (10) i> 
arranged to be kept at a lower pressure than the atmospheric 
pressure , 

characterized in. 

that said vessel (15) by way of said tubes (11.12) is 
connected to both the inlet- and outlet openings of the 
cup-shaped member (10). so that a closed liquid system is 
formed between said member and said vessel, and that a pump 
(13, is provided between said outlet opening and the vessel 
for causing the treatment solution to circulate in said liquid 
system . 

2. A device according to claim 1. 
characterized in, 

that a sterlizing filter (14) is arranged between said outlet 
opening and the vessel (15). 
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